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Public Health, Big Data, and Sustainable Healthcare 
seminar, Shenzhen, China, January 10th, 2016

Public health has always been one of the fundamental 
requirements for a developing society. The means by 
which a society ensures that its members remain healthy 
and live long lives are a constantly evolving corner stone 
of public policy. This is an area with numerous promising 
opportunities for cooperation between the public and 
private sectors as well as cross-cultural learning. 

As China prepares for its 13th Five-Year Plan, 2016-2020, 
the public health care and elderly care industries are 
expected to undergo considerable growth in the coming 
five years. These industries offer several different avenues 
for development which will create new market openings 
and research targets in addressing challenges related to an 
aging population, such as creating new models for elderly 
care; increasing the efficiency of health care systems, 
through development of service supply chains, introducing 
supportive government policies, and utilizing big data; and 
sustainability; developing green hospital technologies and 
services to reform public hospitals.

Visit our website at www.walcc.org

Elderly care and green hospital development in China: 
Sharing expertise and experiences

Topics addressed at the seminar:

•	 Public Health Care and  Big Data

•	 Medical Care Industry Development

•	 Establishing a Sustainable and Green Medical System

•	 Modern Hospital Management Practices

Speakers include representatives from:

•	 China’s National Health and Family Planning 
Commission

•	 The Institute for Hospital Management of Tsinghua 
University

•	 Tsinghua University’s “Thousand Talents Program” 

•	 Ping An Insurance Ltd. 

•	 China’s Social Welfare Association

•	 The Medical Service Management Research Center

•	 The Institute of Medical Management of Yangming 
University, Taiwan

•	 The Shenzhen Public Hospital Management Center

In the interest of fostering discussion and shared learning, 
the World Alliance for Low Carbon Cities, together with the 
Institute for Hospital Management of Tsinghua University, 
will host the Public Health Big Data and Sustainable 
Healthcare seminar on January 12th at the Shenzhen 
Graduate School. This seminar will feature speakers from 
academia (from the University of Yangming in Taiwan 
and Tsinghua University), the insurance industry, and 
from institutions such as the Chinese National Health and 
Family Planning Commission, and China’s Social Welfare 
Association. 

This seminar will offer a full day of expert speeches and joint 
discussion forums which address the key issues in the health 
and elderly care industries today. The seminar’s program 
will be structured around three topic-themed sections: 
Public Health Care and Big Data (discussing innovation 
and application of new solutions), Elderly Care Industry 
Development (assessing the requirements imposed by 
an aging population), and Sustainable and Green Medical 
Systems and Modern Hospital Management (including a 
case study of a private hospital).
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After two weeks of negotiations among representatives 
from 195 countries in Paris, France, the 21st Conference 
of Parties reached an agreement on a new climate accord. 
The accord limits average global warming to 2 degrees 
Celsius above pre-industrial temperatures and sets targets 
an ultimate limit of 1.5 degrees Celsius in the long-term. 
However, the accord leaves considerable gaps in execution, 
failing to fix individual, country-level responsibilities, 
opting instead for a “nationally determined contribution” 
model which requires each state to set its own targets 
and concrete plans for achieving them. The plans will be 
developed iteratively with slowly increasing pledges and, 
beginning in 2018, countries will be required to submit 
new plans every five years.

The accord presents promising opportunities to increase 
the size of low-carbon industry related markets, as countries 
and other businesses seek new solutions and products 
from providers in the energy efficiency, renewable energy, 
and other sustainability related fields. This demand is 
likely to also attract new talent and increased government 
funding to the industries and their development of new 
innovative solutions. Global businesses have also joined 
those in cleantech and sustainability focused industries 
in praising the countries for affirming the resolve of world 
governments to enact change and spur action among the 
global business community.

Despite the historical significance and groundbreaking 
extent of the accord, it has met with mixed response from 
experts and observers as the agreement leaves open the 
practical means of achieving the targets.
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21st Conference of Parties concludes with landmark 
climate accord

According to the Paris Agreement, nations 
agree to:

•	 Hold global warming well below 2° Celsius and 
pursue limiting to 1.5° C above pre-industrial levels.

•	 Reduce deforestation emissions and forest 
degradation to conserve forests.

•	 Mobilize climate finance through all available 
means, particularly public funds.

•	 Establish a transparent framework for action and 
support to monitor activities.

•	 Achieve a balance between anthropogenic 
emissions and new “greenhouse sinks” (i.e. forests).

•	 Avert, minimize, and address loss and damage 
associated with climate change.

•	 Communicate nationally determined emissions 
reduction targets for evaluation every five years.


